English 367 and H367.01-.05

Assessment Plan

All English 367 courses emphasize critical reading and analysis, research and the incorporation of primary and secondary sources, the revision process, practice in oral expression, and the examination and consideration of categories of social and cultural diversity as an aspect of source materials and of their own thinking and writing process. 

All sections of English 367 will follow a two part assessment plan, involving both direct and indirect measurements.  The indirect measure will assess aspects of the course goals that cannot easily be determined through the content of formal writing assignments, such as practice in oral expression and opportunities for revision.  The direct measure will assess skills in formal academic writing, including the ability to integrate primary and secondary source material, to document and cite sources accurately, and to consider and respond to diverse viewpoints and perspectives in the development of their thesis.  

Both direct and indirect measures derive from the University GEC expected learning outcomes for second-level writing, as well as from the Category 4(1) Diversity Experiences, and from the 

Department of English description of English 367 learning goals. 

The description of the GEC requirement is as follows (From Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Operations Manual, 2009-2010 pp. 30-31, 39):

Category 1.A: Writing and Related Skills

Goals/Rationale:

Students build upon skills in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students apply basic skills in expository writing.

2. Students demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression.

3. Students retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively.
Second Writing Course

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students extend their ability to read

carefully and express ideas effectively.

2. Students further develop basic skills in expository writing and oral expression.

3. Students develop skills in effective communication and in accessing and using

information analytically.
Category 4(1) Diversity Experiences: Social Diversity in the United States. 

Goals/Rationale: The purpose of courses in this category is to foster an understanding of the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States. 

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity, and religion in the institutions and cultures of the United States. 

2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values.

Indirect:

A standard questionnaire (below) will be administered to all students during week 8 of each quarter.  This questionnaire will explore required aspects of second level writing that may not be reflected in final papers.  Items with an average score below 3 will be reviewed and the course syllabus changed accordingly.  Items for the indirect measure are derived from the requirements for second-level writing:

1)  practice in critical reading and analysis,

2)  instruction in accessing and using source materials,

3)  practice in expository writing and revision,

4)  discussion of some aspect of the American experience,

5)  attention to diversity of identities, cultures, and/or viewpoints, and

6)  practice in forms of oral expression.

Each of these requirements is assessed through two questions: one that determines whether the course addressed the requirement, and another that asks how well the student improved on that skill set.  These questionnaires will be reviewed by the Second Level Writing program coordinator.  Instructors with questionnaire samples that average below 4.0 for any question will meet with the Second Level Writing program coordinator to review course syllabi and discussion possible course revisions.


English 367 Course Goals Questionnaire

1.   This class provided instruction in critical reading and analysis.
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        Agree

2.   I improved my skills in critical reading and analysis.
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3.   This class provided instruction in researching and using source materials.
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4.   I improved my skills in researching and using source materials.
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          Agree

5.   This class provided practice in writing and revising written assignments.
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        Agree

6.   I got better at the revision process, and produced better papers as a result of revising.
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7.   This class explored aspects of the American experience.
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        Agree

8.   I improved my understanding of the American experience in this class.
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        Agree

9.   This class examined our theme or topic through a diverse range of cultures, identities and viewpoints.
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10.   I got better at exploring our theme or topic through a diverse range of cultures, identities, and viewpoints because of this class. 
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11.   This class provided opportunities to practice oral expression skills. 
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12.   I got better at oral expression as a result of taking this class.
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Direct:

Each section of 367 will require one paper (typically the final paper) of at least 1000 words in length which demonstrates all the skills taught and practiced throughout the course, including 

1)  formation and development of a central argument or idea,

2)  critical analysis and integration of material from primary and secondary sources,

3)  consideration of categories of social diversity and of alternative perspectives or viewpoints in researching the topic and in developing the central argument or idea, 

4)  organization of the paper into cohesive and coherent sections,

5)  use of stylistic conventions appropriate to the topic and audience, and

6)  attention to rules of mechanics, usage, formatting and documentation appropriate to the topic and field. 

 The course instructor will assess the student’s papers in accordance with a standard assessment rubric (below).  Questions that average lower than 3 across all papers will be reviewed and course plans and syllabi revised accordingly in consultation with the Second Level Writing program coordinator.  
English 367 Formal Writing Assessment Questionnaire

Instructor Name: _______________________________________________________

1.  The paper makes and develops a single, original, and specific central idea or argument.
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2.  The paper presents and integrates relevant primary and secondary sources in support of the main idea or argument.  
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3.  The paper considers and responds to categories of social diversity and the role of diversity in the development of its argument and in primary and secondary sources.
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4.  The paper follows a coherent organization or structure, including introduction, conclusion, and transitions from one part of the argument to the next.
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5.  The paper adheres to conventions of style and usage appropriate to the topic and field.  
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6.  The paper demonstrates an understanding of format and source documentation appropriate to academic writing. 
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